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LAURA STEFANI 
 (703) 812-0450 

STEFANI@FHHLAW.COM 

Via Electronic Filing

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: GN Docket Nos. 12-268 and 14-166 and ET Docket No. 14-165
Ex Parte Filing of Sennheiser Electronic Corporation

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On April 2, 2015, Joe Ciaudelli, Director, Spectrum Affairs, Sennheiser Electronic 
Corporation (“Sennheiser”), and the undersigned, counsel for Sennheiser, met with the following 
Federal Communications Commission (“FCC” or “Commission”) staff: Julius Knapp, Paul
Murray, Ira Keltz, Hugh Van Tuyl, Chad Breckinridge, Gary Epstein, John Schauble, Stephanie 
Minnock, AJ Glusman, Stephen Buenzow (via telephone), Chris Helzer (via telephone) and 
Simon Banyai.

FLETCHER, HEALD & HILDRETH, P.L.C. 
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The participants discussed the points Sennheiser has made in the above-captioned 
dockets with regard to the future of wireless microphone use in the U.S., as detailed in the 
attached presentations.  Additionally:

Sennheiser showcased its top-of-the-line Digital 9000 wireless microphone system, 
demonstrating the technological innovations of the industry and showing how 
professional wireless microphone operators scan the UHF frequency range and take other 
steps to find clear spectrum for wireless microphone use;

Sennheiser suggested that “Class B” wireless microphone users be defined as entities that
must comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act assisted listening requirements;

Sennheiser explained that wireless microphones and white space devices (“WSD”) use 
different technology and serve different purposes.  They should not be regulated 
identically. Unlike WSD, wireless microphones are point-to-point links that do not 
require internet connectivity for their fundamental purpose and they cannot tolerate the 
interruptions sometimes required by the WSD database system; and

Sennheiser noted that WSD pose a more difficult challenge than sharing with television 
stations because the location of television stations is predictable and the location of 
portable WSD will not be predictable.

In addition, with regard to Class B users, in Sennheiser’s experience those which do not 
have sound operators on staff, such as some schools, rely on sound contractors to set up wireless 
microphone systems tuned to specific frequency ranges.  In Sennheiser’s experience, these Class 
B users employing sound contractors do not retune their equipment once it is set-up, except with 
the assistance of the sound contractor.



 

 
 April 6, 2015 
 Page 3 

Please direct any questions to the undersigned.

Respectfully submitted, 

Laura A. Stefani
Counsel for Sennheiser Electronic Corp.

Attachments

cc: Renee Gregory
Louis Peraertz
Priscilla Delgado Argeris
Brendan Carr
Erin McGrath
Gary Epstein
Howard Symons
David Goldman
Julius Knapp
Paul Murray
Ira Keltz
Hugh Van Tuyl
Chad Breckinridge
John Schauble
Stephanie Minnock
AJ Glusman
Stephen Buenzow
Chris Helzer
Simon Banyai
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